ARKANSAS COMMUNICATION & THEATRE ARTS ASSOCIATION
2014 Student Congress

Dear Colleague:

You are invited to attend the 2014 ACTAA Arkansas Student Congress of Human Relations.  This year’s Student Congress will be held in the Crown Plaza Hotel, Little Rock, on Shackleford Road and in the Arkansas State Capitol.  The dates are Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, November 9-11, 2014.  PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF ALL DEADLINES; THEY WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED!    
Information you will soon find posted on the web:

· 2014 Student Congress Schedule
· Entry Forms

· Bill Writing Instructions

· A Sample Bill

· A list of the 2013 subjects which cannot be used for 2014
· A summary rules sheet for parliamentary procedure

· The By-Laws for Student Congress (which should be read and printed before completing your entry)
Should you decide to attend Student Congress, your completed entry form and one clear copy of each bill must be 
E-MAILED to Christy Armbrust at christy.armbrust@billies.org AND Rosie Valdez rosie.valdez@lrsd.org , Congress Co-Directors.  Due to poor copy quality, entries/bills will NOT be accepted by fax.   
DEADLINES AND IMPORTANT DATES

Entry forms, registration payment, and bills to be submitted must be in the hands of the Congress director by Friday, September 26th.  Again, entries and bills may NOT be faxed.  To avoid technical glitches and to ensure the receipt of your entry, please e-mail to both  christy.armbrust@billies.org and rosie.valdez@lrsd.org
HOTEL INFORMATION

This year, we will be using the Crown Plaza Hotel on Shackelford Road off I-430 in Little Rock.  Reservations must be arranged by, October 10.    Ask for the “Reservations Department” and tell them that you are with “ACTAA Student Congress.”  Please plan to stay here.  Our rates for meeting rooms are based on Student Congress using 60 guest rooms.  Rates are $99 per room, plus tax.  Phone number for the Crown Plaza Hotel is 501-223-3000 or 1-866-276-6648.  Remember the October 10 deadline for reservations.  
ENTRY INFORMATION

All delegations must be sponsored and accompanied by an active member of ACTAA.  Coaches are to remain on site with students. Each coach is responsible for the Student Congress rule compliance of his/her delegation.  Colleges may enter a maximum of eight delegates; high schools may enter a maximum of six delegates. If you have any students wishing to run for office, candidates must be declared on the attached entry form. Entries must be submitted on time.  Each allowable change made after October 3 will be assessed a $5.00 change fee for each name.  There will also be a $5.00 judge drop fee assessed after that date. Please note:  Entries require delegate names by September 26, not merely “Entry A”.  A student cannot be changed from one House to another after this date. At registration the only names that can be added are those of students who are completely replacing entry form delegates.  Once Congress begins, NO SUBSTITUTIONS are allowed for any reason.  Delegations must operate with only the registered delegates.  Fees will be assessed for any changes requested after September 26.  Colleges may enter a maximum of four bills; high schools may enter a maximum of three, with the author/co-author assigned to the same house as their bill.  Bills not in compliance with the rules will not be included in the bill book.
CONGRESS LOCATIONS

Sessions will be held in the Crown Plaza on Sunday and in the State Capitol Committee Rooms and Rotunda on Monday and Tuesday.  Congress Headquarters and Tab Room will be located on the first floor of the State Capitol; the Coaches Lounge location will be announced at the Coaches meeting on Sunday evening.

CAMPAIGNING

Campaigning is allowed only in designated areas.  No campaigning prior to 2:00 pm Sunday, November 9 is allowed.  Do not post materials on hotel walls or in elevators.  Handouts, posters on easels, and other temporary options are encouraged.  Please remove all discarded and left over materials. Pages may not campaign, but may wear stickers or other campaign material.
ENTRY FEES

The entry fee for high schools is $75.00 and colleges/universities is $100.00 per delegation.  Fees are payable upon the return of the registration form.  If this is not possible for your delegation, please make arrangements with the Congress Director.  All fees must be paid before Congress begins on Sunday.  Please request checks now!

GET BILLS AND ENTRIES EARLY.  Call if you have any questions and we look forward to seeing you at Student Congress in November.  
Sincerely,

Christy Armbrust
1225 N Main St.

Monticello, AR 71655

870.820.0154

2014 ACTAA STUDENT CONGRESS COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Christy Armbrust

Rosie Valdez

Zach Tucker
Leigh Walters

Jennifer Akers

Colton Gilbert

IMPORTANT DATES

Hotel Reservations for Student Congress at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Little Rock:  October 10
Student Congress: November 9-11 
ACTAA MEMBERSHIP
If sponsors are NOT YET members of ACTA, they must join!  Remember membership runs from September to August.  If you have not joined and would like to, please include full name/address (school and home, email) and a check made out to “ACTAA” for $30, and your membership will be forwarded to the Treasurer.   
LET’S HAVE A GREAT STUDENT CONGRESS!!!!!
ARKANSAS COMMUNICATION & THEATRE ARTS ASSOCIATION

ACTAA 2014 STUDENT CONGRESS ENTRY FORM

Name of School:  <please replace with your information>

School Address:  <street, city, state, zip>

Sponsor’s Name:  <all persons will have badges for identification/security pass>

School Phone:  
<000-000-0000>    Sponsor’s Cell Phone:   <000-000-0000>
Home Phone: <000-000-0000>

DELEGATES (Please place an asterisk* by the delegates submitting bills; co-authors must be in the same house.)



High Schools:  If you have 2 bills, make certain that the bills are not in the same house.  
House I (Colleges, ignore this designation)





Delegate A   
(Democrat)  
<……name of delegate……..>




Delegate B   
(Republican) 
<……name of delegate……..>




Delegate C   
(Democrat)   
<……name of delegate……..>
House II (Colleges, ignore this designation)





Delegate D
(Republican) 
<……name of delegate……..>




Delegate E
(Democrat)    
<……name of delegate……..>




Delegate F
(Republican) 
<……name of delegate……..>
Additional College Delegates (does not apply to high schools)





Delegate G   
(Democrat)  
<……name of delegate……..>




Delegate H   
(Republican)  
<……name of delegate……..>
High School Pages (Observers are welcomed, however the committee need their names also for security purposes see 

         next page)

(no college pages)

Page X   
<……name of page……..>   (Most responsible)





Page Y   
<……name of page……..>
Sponsor recommendations will be used to make assignments on the following:

Committee Chairperson (List one qualified delegate)

<……name of delegate……..>
Committee Clerk (List one qualified delegate)


<……name of delegate……..>
Judges:  One Qualified judge must be available with each delegation for at least two rounds.  List the judges under their days of preference (no guarantees).


Sunday:
<……name of judge……..>

Monday:
<……name of judge……..>

Tuesday:  
<……name of judge……..>
LIST ANY STUDENTS YOU HAVE RUNNING FOR OFFICE: (All candidates MUST be declared on this form. See next page for more candidates.)
Student’s name <………...
> Office <……………..>
Caucus  <……………..>

Student’s name <………..
> Office <……………..>
Caucus  <……………..>

Student’s name < ………
> Office <……………..>
Caucus  <……………..>

How many hotel rooms will your delegation reserve?  ____________

E-Mail this completed entry form and one clear copy of each bill to christy.armbrust@billies.org and rosie.valdez@lrsd.org . Mail your payment or provide a PO number.   YOU MUST MEET ALL DEADLINES.  ENTRY DUE DATE: Friday, September 26, 2014.       




         
ARKANSAS COMMUNICATION & THEATRE ARTS ASSOCIATION

ACTAA 2014 STUDENT CONGRESS ENTRY FORM

 STUDENTS YOU HAVE RUNNING FOR OFFICE: Con’t.  

Student’s name <………...
> Office <……………..>
Caucus  <……………..>

Student’s name <………..
> Office <……………..>
Caucus  <……………..>

Student’s name < ………
> Office <……………..>
Caucus  <……………..>

OBSERVERS
1. ______________

2. ______________

3. ______________

4. ______________

5. ______________

DIRECTIONS FOR WRITING STUDENT CONGRESS BILLS
The ACTAA Student Congress, composed of high school, college and university students, is not a legislative body, rather a body which deals with resolutions.  These resolutions are directed to a designated legislative body, i.e. the General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, or the Congress of the United States, and are offered for debate and action.  However, because the subjects offered for debate and action are controversial, and thereby differ from subjects handled in most resolutions, we choose to call the Student Congress resolutions “bills”.

A sample resolution (bill) is included.  Please read the explanations for each part of the sample bill (provided below), and read the enclosed sample bill carefully.  THIS FORM MUST BE FOLLOWED IF A BILL IS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE BILL BOOK.

TOPIC
· Should be significant.

· Must have a clearly defined scope, either state or national.

THE BILL
· The topic and wording must be original.  This means it is not a repeat of a former bill and the legislation that you are requesting would make a change in the current system.
· Must fit on one 8½ x 11 page, using no smaller than 12 point font.

· Must be prima facia.

· Must be well researched.

· Should be progressive, a positive step for humanity.

· Must give a workable feasible solution to the problem.

PARTS OF THE BILL

REFERRAL INFORMATION (Heading)
Bill Number:  The bill number is to be filled out by the Congress Director; please leave this blank on your bill.

Bill Introduced By:  The name of the person(s) who wrote the bill.  No bill may have more than two authors.  A student may not be the author or co-author of more than one bill.  Co-authors must be assigned to the same House.

Representing:  The name of the author’s school, college, university.


Assigned to Committee:  The committee which will debate the bill.  The committee assignment will be made by the Congress Director; please leave this blank on your bill.

Time Approved by Committee and Name of Chairperson:  Should be filled out by the chairperson of the committee after the committee has acted on the bill.  When all bills assigned to a committee have been acted upon, the bills given a “do pass” must be prioritized and sent to the Congress Director with any amendments attached.  Bills that are “killed” in committee should be so designated and should be retained by the committee clerk and a notation to the effect that the bill “failed to pass” on a given date and time.

SHORT TITLE

The short title, IN CAPITALS, should seldom exceed two lines and should only include two items:  

1. The legislative body to which the resolution is directed, i.e. the General Assembly of the State of Arkansas (state and local matters), or the Congress of the United States (national matters).

2. A brief summary of the subject of the bill
(page two – Directions for Writing a Student Congress Bill)


WHEREAS CLAUSES
The whereas clauses are considered statements of the problem for which the legislative action is suggested.  The whereas clauses should establish that there is a significant problem and a clear need for reform.  Each phrase of the problem must have a whereas clause properly spaced as shown on the sample bill.  The whereas clauses CANNOT BE AMENDED.  Authors and proponents of the bill are obligated to prove the allegations set forth in the whereas clauses, as well as the existence and the extent of the problem, and provide proof through material offered in affirmative and negative debate.

RESOLVING CLAUSES (Sections)

The resolving position of the bill must begin, in capitals, BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE 2002 STUDENT CONGRESS THAT…………………  Resolving clauses encompass suggested solutions to the problem (such as who, what, when, how, enforcement).  Each phase of the solution must have a separate section.  The number of the section and their order may vary.  Any part of the resolving clauses may be amended, either in committee or on the floor, and numbering the lines is for the purpose of facilitating the amending process.  Each section is designated by capitals and Roman numerals and the lines are designated by Arabic numerals.  The first line in each section is not given Arabic numeral “1”; therefore the line on which the section number is given is line one in that particular section (see sample bill).

ACTION DATA

Action data at the bottom of each bill provides a uniform procedure for verification of the final action on a bill.  The Originating House means where the bill was introduced (House I, House II, Senate) what happened there and the time.  The blanks are filled out and signed by the clerk of the originating house.  If the bill passes in the originating house, it is then sent to one of the other bodies.  Any bill passing two bodies become a “Law of Congress” and  is forwarded to the Arkansas delegation in Washington D. C. or to the General Assembly in Little Rock.  The Congress Director is charged with the responsibility of sending the resolutions to the proper legislative body; however the clerk of the second body passing the bill must send the bill to the Congress Director.


REMINDERS:

· All bills are limited to one letter-sized page, must be at least 12 point font, must follow the above guidelines, and must follow the form of the enclosed sample bill.

· Spacing and margins do not have to be identical to the sample bill, but please be sure that your bill is clear and easy to read.

· There is also a “Sample Worksheet for Student Congress Bills” that may be helpful for coaches to duplicate for student use.
DRAFT WORKSHEET FOR A STUDENT CONGRESS BILL
Note to Student Congress Delegations:  This worksheet may be used to help generate ideas for your bill and help you arrange your ideas in the right areas.  Your ideas may require more or less space than what is provided in this example.  This is only a “draft” of your bill.  This worksheet does not include the “referral” portion of a Student Congress Bill.  Refer to the “Sample Bill” and “Direction for Writing a Student Congress Bill” for further guidelines before typing the final copy of your bill.

Short Title:



A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE ________________________________________



THAT __________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________________

Whereas Clauses:

(What is the significance of the problem?)



________________________________________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________________



(What harms are being done?  What indicators show a need for change?)



________________________________________________________________________

               
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________


​________________________________________________________________________

(Why cannot the present system correct itself?  What laws, attitudes, or lack of legislation prevent improvement?)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Describe how your proposed solution will eliminate the harms.)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(page two – “Draft Worksheet for a Student Congress Bill”)


Sections:

Section I.
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE 2013 STUDENT CONGRESS 

THAT THE (Who?)__________________________________________

(Should do what, how?)_______________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________

5. ______________________________________________________

Section II.
(When will the act be implemented and who will administer it?)______



2.    ______________________________________________________



3.    ______________________________________________________



4.    ______________________________________________________

Section III.
(Who will enforce the act?  What are the penalties for non-compliance?)

2. ______________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________

Section IV
(Cost and funding sources.)  __________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________

4. _____________________________________________________

Action of Originating House



Passed _____________Failed____________

Time_________________




Signature of the Clerk__________________

Action of Second House




Passed ____________Failed ____________

Time _________________



Signature of the Clerk__________________



· Please note that your bill may have fewer or more sections depending on the content of your bill.  This worksheet is set up to go along with the organization of the “Sample Bill.”  If you choose to present a different number of sections, or do them in a different order, be sure that your bill is complete and logical.
Parliamentary Procedure Reminders

· Questions asked by the delegates will be counted as Parliamentary points but not floor debate (remind delegates and judge)

· Point of Personal Privilege - used when a delegate has been misquoted or they believe that there has been a personal attack towards them.  (can interrupt but must be recognized before speaking)

· Point of Privilege – turn the air down or go to the restroom  (can interrupt but must be recognized before speaking)

· Point of Information – ask any question about the bill or amendment not related to Parliamentary Procedure (can interrupt but must be recognized before speaking)

· Point of Parliamentary Inquiry – any questions about Parliamentary procedure (can interrupt but must be recognized before speaking)
· For a chart of reference on more parliamentary motions, please visit the following website: http://www.jimslaughter.com/uploads/ROBERTS11th.pdf

SAMPLE  BILL
Number:________

Bill Introduced by:_________________
Representing:___​______
Assigned to Committee: ________

Time Approved by Committee:​___________________

Chairperson:__________________________________

SHORT TITLE: A BILL RECOMMENDING TO THE ARKANSAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT PULSE OXIMETRY SCREENINGS BE INCLUDED IN STATEWIDE NEWBORN SCREENINGS.

Whereas, 
Congenital heart defects are the most common types of birth defects. They affect nearly 40,000 infants born in the US each year; and,

Whereas, 
In the U.S., about 4,800 babies born each year have one of seven critical congenital heart defects; and,

Whereas,
Congenital heart defects are a leading cause in infant deaths occurring in approximately 9 of every 1000 live births; and,

Whereas,
SIDS cases due to lack of oxygen can be attributed to undiagnosed cyanotic congenital heart defects; and,

Whereas,
Congenital heart defects account for 24% of infant deaths due to birth defects; and,

Whereas,
Pulse oximetry screenings can be used to detect these seven cyanotic heart diseases and make the physicians aware of the infant’s problem, which will lead to a decrease in deaths due to cyanotic congenital heart defects.

SECTION I
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE 2012 STUDENT CONGRESS THAT THE ARKANSAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY


2. ensure that all newborns undergo pulse oximetry screening before discharge 

3. and that abnormal results are immediately followed up with echocardiography.

SECTION II
This act will be implemented and administered immediately upon passage by the 


2. Arkansas Department of Health.

SECTION III
This act will require no funding because newborn screenings are already 

2. covered by both public and private insurance companies.

Action of Originating House



Passed__________Failed_____________

Time_____________________


Signature of the Clerk________________

Action of Second House



Passed__________Failed______________

Time_____________________


Signature of the Clerk________________​_

Entry Fee:      $ 75/100	_______





ACTAA Dues:  $ 30	_______


(Omit if already paid)


T-Shirts / Order separate


Total Owed		_______


Total Paid 	           	_______


PO#/Ck#	_______		Receipt #	_______	











Mailing Address for Payment:


Jennifer Akers - ACTAA


1818 North Taylor St


Suite B #307


Little Rock, AR  72207


jennifer.akers@cps.k12.ar.us
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